Material and methods
Material of the treated species was mounted in distilled water and examined by means of light microscopy (Olympus BX 50, Zeiss Stemi 2000−CS and Axio Imager A1 equipped with Nomarski differential interference contrast optics). Digital pictures were made by B. Heuchert with a ZEISS Axioskop 2 with ZEISS AxioCam HR and occasionally optimised with the software ZEISS AxioVision. Freehand drawings were carried out on the basis of microscopic preparations by B. Heuchert. Measurements were taken from water mounts, with 30 measurements taken for each structure, the 95 % confidence intervals were determined and extreme values given in parentheses. The examined material is housed in the mycological herbarium of V. L. Komarov Botanical Institute in St.-Petersburg, Russia (LE). Colonies on discoloured host thalli, forming small to large black patches or covers on the upper surface of the host lobes, loose to mostly dense, velvety. Mycelium immersed, occasionally exposed; hyphae sparingly branched, 1.5-4 μm wide, septate, subhyaline to medium brown, smooth, thin-walled, up to 0.3 μm, forming small, loose stromatic hyphal aggregations composed of swollen hyphal cells, to 6 μm diam., but true stromata lacking. Conidiophores solitary, arising from internal hyphae or swollen hyphal cells, rarely in small aggregations or lateral on exposed hyphae, erect to assurgent, subcylindrical or slightly tapering from base to top, non-geniculate, unbranched or once branched, straight to somewhat curved, 8-40 × 3-5(-6) μm, base not or only slightly enlarged, (0-)2-5(-7)-septate, often somewhat constricted at the septa, medium brown throughout or somewhat paler towards the tip after rejuvenation, wall slightly thickened, about 0. μm wide, neither thickened not darkened, at most somewhat refractive. Ramoconidia not observed. Conidia solitary to usually catenate, formed in simple chains, holoblastic, ellipsoid, ovoid to doliiform, occasionally short subcylindrical, straight or occasionally slightly curved, 0-1(-2)-septate, aseptate conidia (3.5-)4-8 × 2-4 μm, 1-septate conidia 7-12 × 3.5-4 μm, rarely 2-septate, 12-17 × 4-5 μm, in 1-septate conidia septum more or less median, not or slightly constricted at the septum, subhyaline, pale olivaceous to brown, thin-walled, usually up to 0.3 μm, smooth or almost so to distinctly verruculose, often irregularly verruculose, apex obtuse, broadly rounded in terminal (primary) conidia and truncate or subtruncate in catenate (secondary) conidia, base truncate or short obconically truncate, 1.5-2(-3) μm wide, hila unthickened, not darkened, occasionally slightly refractive. Distribution and host:-Known from the type locality in Northwest Caucasus, Asia growing on living thallus of the widespread terricolous foliose lichen Solorina crocea; distinct damage to the infected host thallus not observed.
Results and discussion
Notes:-Based on the general habit and morphological traits such as verruculose conidiophores with percurrent rejuvenation, truncate, unthickened conidiogenous loci, holoblastic conidiogenesis, and verruculose conidia formed in chains, the Russian collection on Solorina crocea could readily be assigned to the genus Talpapellis as currently circumscribed (Heuchert et al. 2014) . The latter genus was hitherto monospecific. T. peltigerae, the type species of Talpapellis, comprises two varieties. T. peltigerae var. peltigerae is easily distinguishable from the new sample collected in the Caucasus by having longer, usually unbranched conidiophores, (18-)30-65(-80) × 3-4(-5) μm, conidiogenous cells with a single or up to four conidiogenous loci, developed ramoconidia, and usually aseptate conidia formed in simple or branched chain (Heuchert et al. 2014) . T. peltigerae var. rossica Heuchert et al. (2014: 88) is morphologically closer to the lichenicolous hyphomycete on Solorina crocea, above all with regard to lacking ramoconidia and conidiogenous cells with a single conidiogenous locus, but differs in having longer, usually unbranched conidiophores (length conforming with var. peltigerae), and aseptate, wider conidia, (4-)5.5-9.5(-13) × (3-)4-5.5(-6) μm, average > 4 μm (Heuchert et al. 2014) . With regard to the assessment of the taxonomic status of the Solorina material, two options might be taken into consideration, viz. the description of another variety of T. peltigerae or the introduction of a new species. However, owing to clear morphological differences combined with a different host genus, though within the same family Peltigeraceae, and disjunct distribution we prefer the latter version. Heuchert et al. (2014) published a key to the two varieties of Talpapellis peltigerae and morphologically confusable species of Verrucocladosporium (Crous et al. 2007 , Braun et al. 2009 ). Braun et al. (2009: 167) 
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